614                                     APPENDIX.

ABaUMENTS ABOUT THE ALTEEATION
OP TEIENNIAL ELECTIONS OP PAELIAMENT.

IN  A  LETTER TO A FRIEND IN  THE COUNTRY.1
SlB,

Tour last letter expresses your great concern and
fears at out the design now on foot* for the alteration of the
act for the frequent meeting and calling of parliaments in
one particular, that is, the changing tne term for elections
of parliament from three to more years; and at the same
time gives me an account of the several objections which
make the greatest noise around you -upon that subject. The
same fears, and the same objections, I find to be very com-
mon, and very warmly propagated in all conversation here
in town.

Por myself, I acknowledge that it is with me in this case
as it is in many others of importance; the first surprise gave
me the like uneasiness to what you express. But I am very
well satisfied, that the most likely way to cure that uneasi-
ness is to debate the matter as friends; and to examine
whether that surprise be the force of mere prejudice, or of
good judgment. And for this I am very sure I am, in one
respect, at least, well qualified, that as to my own private
advantage, or interest, it is not of the least importance to
me whether the parliament may, with the consent of the
king, sit three years, or seven years, or twenty years. I
have no designs nor views; no piques nor resentments, to
incline me one way or other: and therefore if you will put
yourself in the same posture of mind, if you please, enter
upon this subject.

In all debates of this nature there are two principal points,
which will comprehend under them all other particulars.

1 This little known but interesting political essay was first printed in
Bayer's Political State, April, 1716, where it is ascribed to Addison. It ap-
pears never to have been reprinted, till included in that scarce duodecimo
volume, "Addison's Miscellaneous Works," London, Cogant 1750, and as
far as I can discover is to be found nowhere else. Attention has recently
been drawn to it by James Crossley, Esq., of Manchester, in a very in-
genious and convincing paper in Notes and Queries, vol. v. p. 577, to
frhich the curious reader is referred.